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would solve many of the challenges facing Africa and the world 
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hoping that biofuels will meet their colossal energy needs, reduce 

the need for diminishing supplies of fossil fuels, solve the global 
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In Ethiopia, developments have proliferated under the 
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energy needs, and farmers’ hopes for income.  
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Africa, was driven in large part through a great deal of hype around 

a crop called Jatropha curcas. Across Africa and the world, many 
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Near the city of Wolaita Sodo, in the SNNP region of 
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(Israel) and Sun Biofuels (UK). 

In Eastern Harerge, outside of the city of Harar, in the 
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1) Jatropha performs poorly in areas with low rainfall or low nutrient soil, to the extent that it is no longer being grown in    
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not in any way addressing the government’s stated need for energy security. 
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failure for farmers and, we propose, for government too. 
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while its seeds can be milled to produce a 
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Tales of this plant’s use in energy and food 
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lands.  Such cases were a clear example of one 

system of farming being dubiously used to 
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of Jatropha to create a new economic miracle 

from Africa’s marginal and arid lands.  
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their current earnings. These farmers were growing a large variety of subsistence crops including maize, sorgum, haricot beans, 
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agricultural land from subsistence crops to castor bean, on plots that average only one hectare.  
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Instead of using marginal land to grow castor, these farmers are using 
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"%(*-)/,*(+/00(-'=%-'0(<'$-)6(
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F#*(!"#$%&$'-(<%2*,-3*-"($)('0)%(0%)$-<(%/"6((F#*$,(%,$<$-'0($-"*-=%-)($-(%&*-$-<("#*(5%/-",C(/&("%($-"*,-'=%-'0(.$%+/*0($-2*)"%,);(
E')(E$"#("#*(*G&0$5$"('$3(%+(3**=-<("#*(5%/-",CJ)(-'=%-'0(*-*,<C(-**1)(E$"#("#*(,*)/0=-<(+/*06((`%-",'5")(E*,*()$<-*1(.C(
5%3&'-$*);(E$"#("#*(<%2*,-3*-";('<,**$-<("%("#*)*("*,3)6((P/"("#*(0/,*(%+("#*($-"*,-'=%-'0(3',I*")($)(50*',0C("%%()",%-<(+%,(.$%+/*0(
5%3&'-$*)6((X$"#(-%(!"#$%&$'-(&,%5*))$-<(&0'-")(C*"(1*2*0%&*1(.C("#*(5%3&'-$*);(<%2*,-3*-"(,*&,*)*-"'=2*)(',*(+%,5*1("%(E'"5#(
"#*(5%-=-/*1(*G&%,"(%+('00(%+("#*(5%/-",CJ)(.$%+/*0(+**1)"%5I6(

X$"#(-%(3*5#'-$)3)("%(*-)/,*("#'"("#*(.$%+/*0()"'C)($-("#*(5%/-",C;(%,($-1**1('-C(3%-$"%,$-<('-1($3&0*3*-"'=%-()C)"*3)("%(*-)/,*(
"#'"()%5$%K*5%-%3$5('-1(*-2$,%-3*-"'0(&,$-5$&0*)(',*('1#*,*1("%;("#*(<%2*,-3*-"(3'C(.*(+%,5*1("%('13$"("#'"(.$%+/*0(#')(.**-('(
failure for the country. 

'



7/#(2/#1(%&0/#2".%/&(6'1"*1(4/&."4.8(
!"#$"%"&'()"*+($",-.*/0&(12(-)*314("05*61$*71)89%"$*:$10"40(1)*,#($",-;,%-(<=41%

>))"*?-()-.*>6$(4-)*+(1'(@"$8(05*A"0B1$C.*-))")D(C9;,%-(<=41%** BBB=-6$(4-)#(1'(@"$8(05=1$,

E"$"8-*>)'"$81).*E&"*!-(-*F19)'-0(1).*0"$"8-;,-(-)"0=1$,*** BBB=,-(-619)'-0(1)=1$,
*

G(0&*,$-0"69<*0&-)C8*01*H9<(-*3"#-80(-)!"

!

!

!


