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African Biodiversity Network (ABN) 



 

Introduction 

 

Welcome to this special edition of Photograph Magazine, part of the broader initiative "Conserving Bio-cultural Diversity through 

Strengthening Community and Ecosystem Resilience", generously supported by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 

(SIDA). The project spans the African continent and brings together 21 committed partners in 14 countries under the African Biodiversity 

Network (ABN). 

To reflect Africa’s diversity, our work is organized sub-regionally, fostering vibrant networking and addressing localized environmental, social, 

and cultural issues. This Photo Magazine showcases some of the inspiring activities led by communities and partners across different sub-

regions (Eastern, Western, Southern North and Central Nodes). The featured partners represent a sample of the broader network, with all 21 

partners actively contributing to our shared vision of resilient communities and restored ecosystems. 

Through vivid photography and compelling stories, ABN spotlights grassroots champions revitalizing landscapes and cultures—from GER 

Rwanda’s ecosystem restoration, to Nature Tropicale’s marine conservation in Benin, USIKO’s cultural reconnection in South Africa, RIDEP’s 

agroecological innovation in Kenya, and GDA and ENVIROCARE’s biodiversity efforts in Cameroon and Tanzania. These initiatives highlight 

the profound connection between people, culture, and nature, demonstrating how local action is shaping a sustainable future across Africa. 
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Communities collaborating with GER- Rwanda proudly showcase the outcomes of their learnings from the SIDA-funded project, implemented by the African 

Biodiversity Network (ABN), from September 2021 to August 2024, in partnership with organisations like GER Rwanda. 

Ger-Rwanda: Global 

Initiative for Environment and Reconciliation.  

 



 

 

Communities collaborating with GER- Rwanda proudly showcase, tree nursery beds and compost manure, as part of the  outcomes of their learnings from the SIDA-funded project, 

implemented by the African Biodiversity Network (ABN), from September 2021 to August 2024, in partnership with organisations like GER Rwanda. 
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Nature Tropicale-Benin.  

The sea turtle incubation site at Djeffa Plage, located in the community of Seme Podji, collaborates with The Nature Tropicale (TNT) to conserve the marine ecosystem in the 

region. TNT, a partner of the African Biodiversity Network (ABN), has been working on the SIDAfunded project to restore marine ecosystem since September 2021, continuing 

through to August 2024. This partnership has enabled TNT to release approximately 15,000 baby turtles into the Atlantic Ocean annually, contributing significantly to marine 

conservation efforts. 5 
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Elders regularly visit the members of the Zogbedji Women’s Group to support their activities, including removing plastics in the Atlantic Ocean, releasing baby turtles into the sea, and participating in 

governance meetings. These visits reassure the group of continued support in restoring the ecological balance of the region’s ecosystems. The Zogbedji Women’s Group partners with Nature Tropicale in 

these restorative efforts. Nature Tropicale is a key partner of the African Biodiversity Network (ABN) in 

Benin. 
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Members of the Djeffa Plage and Zogbedji Women’s Group release baby turtles into the Atlantic 

Ocean, with children and youth actively participating in these activities. This intergenerational approach allows the 

younger generation to learn from their elders. The Zogbedji Women’s Group also 

showcases the yellow petals and flowers harvested from their farm, which they use in the preparation of various herbs 

for diverse purposes. This blending of conservation and traditional practices reflects the community’s deep connection 

to nature. 
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USIKO, Cape Town, SA.  

Researcher Bevan Thomas of The Biosphere Educational and Research Centre, Cape Town, partners with USIKO to train communities on agroecological 

approaches for restoring soil health on their farms. Alongside is a photo of a healthy carrot harvested from the USIKO garden in Stellenbosch, 

showcasing the success of these sustainable farming practices in improving soil fertility and crop yield. 
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ENVIROCARE, TANZANIA.  

The Umangu Women’s Group in Arusha collaborates with ENVIROCARE to learn agroecological practices, including indigenous seed selection and 

saving, composting, and preparing farmyard manure. They also focus on processing and packaging surplus crops for sale to improve their income while 

managing post-harvest losses. ENVIROCARE, a partner of the African Biodiversity Network in Tanzania, supports these efforts, empowering the group to 

implement sustainable farming practices and enhance their livelihoods. 
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The Umangu Women’s Group showcased their expertise in preparing compost manure for use in their farming activities, demonstrating an eco-friendly alternative to chemical fertilizers. They also 

highlighted their skills in planting and processing herbal plants for both human and animal use. The group shared their achievements with the 21 partners from 14 countries involved in the SIDA project 

during the annual project review exercise held in Arusha, Tanzania, in 2024. Their presentation exemplified sustainable agricultural practices and the value of traditional knowledge in improving both 

environmental and economic outcomes. 
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GREEN DEVELOPMENT 

ADVOCATES, CAMEROON. 
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ABN Staff and Partners participating in a Training on Resource Mobilization and Reporting and Documentation 
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www.africanbiodiversity.org 

 

21 


